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• Visegrad Group = 1991; Visegrad Fund = 2000 

• Established to develop and foster ties among citizens and institutions  
in the V4 region (bottom-up) 

• Key principle: governmental funds → non-governmental recipients 

• Principal beneficiaries: civil society organizations, public institutions, 
municipalities, local/regional governments, private citizens 

• Search for an added value for the region 

• Focus—internal and external on non-EU countries and regions  
(e.g. transfer of V4’s unique transformation know-how) 

“Advancing Ideas for Sustainable Regional 
Cooperation in Central Europe” 



• V4’s only (solid) organization to date  

• Status of international organization with the seat in Bratislava 

• Equal rights & equal duties of V4 member states: 

– rotating presidency in the fund/the group  
(January–December/July–June) 

– rotating management (3-year missions of Exec. Dir./Deputy Exec. Dir.) 
– consensus in decision-making (coordination by V4 MFAs) 

• Budget = annual contributions (€2 million/country) 

• Co-financing external chapters since 2012  
(Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, South Korea, Switzerland, U.S.A.) 

• Staff of 15 

 

Basic characteristics 



• Internal & External Grant Vehicles 
– Visegrad Grants (ex-Small Grants + Standard Grants) 
– Visegrad Strategic Grants/Conferences 
– Visegrad+ (Eastern Partnership and Western Balkans) 
– Visegrad University Studies Grants 

• Scholarships/Fellowships/Residencies, Capacity Building 
– Visegrad Scholarship Program  
– Fellowships at Open Society Archives 
– Research Fellowships with Taiwan 
– Visegrad Artist Residency Programs  

– Civil Servant Mobility Program (capacity building for UA, GE, MD) 

• Other projects 
– Think Visegrad think-tank platform/Think Visegrad in Brussels 

 

Key instruments—Grants & Individual mobility 
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Main thematic fields  
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culture and arts 

education, trainings and capacity building 

youth exchanges 

scientific/research exchanges 

public policy 

networking/partnerships/twinnings 

common identity/history 

media, journalism, ICT 

social inclusion/equal opportunities 

sports 

(bilateral) cross-border cooperation 

tourism 

environment and climate change 

architecture and urban development 

SMEs and entrepreneurship 

demographic change and migration 

transparency and fight against corruption 

Data representing 4,976 grant projects (2000–2015)  



Sports  

• 211 supported projects 

• € 1,570,000 

 

• Visegrad Marathon Association, Rytro  

• Movement Sport Club, Gdańsk  

• Youth Sport Club MOSiR, Jasło 

• Boxing Association Polonia, Świdnica 

• Vena Sport Foundation, Łódź 

• Sądecka Foundation, Chełmiec 

 

 

• ... Running, Basketball, Canoeing, Water Polo, Football, Hockey, Cycling, Chess, 
Parkour, Table Tennis, Dance , Youth camps ... 

 

37 V4 sport projects 

in Poland  



Visegrad Maraton/Sport Festival   

• Marathon race/Nordic walking/Relay race/Mini maraton 

• Visegrad Maraton Rytro Society (PL), Town of Stara Lubovna (SK), 
Czech Athletic Federation (CZ), Balaton Színház Keszthely (HU) 

 

• 10 years tradition  

• 300+ runners  

• 500+ volunteers  

• 5,000+ tourists  

 

 

 



Boxing Summer School 

• 2-weeks summer school in 2016 
for young people from PL/CZ/SK 
at risk of poverty 

• Stowarzyszenie Opolski Klub 
Bokserski (PL), Box Club Triebel 
(SK), Association of combat 
sports (CZ),   

• Personal coaching/Intercultural 
training/Healthy nutrition/First 
aid/Stress-management 

• 18 young people 

• 22 advanced boxers from 
PL/CZ/SK/HU  

 

 



Boxing Summer School 



Visegrad 4 Bicycle Race  

• The Visegrad 4 Bicycle Race is a set of one-day road bicycle races held 
annually in Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic 

 

• since 2013 

• 500+ km 

• 25+ teams 

• 150+ cyclists 

 

 

 



68,434,074 total approved sum (€) 

4,976 total number of approved grant projects 

1,806 total number of supported individual scholars 

601 number of cities with approved grants 

344 total number of approved artist residencies 

200 
number of universities hosting supported 
scholars 

36 number of countries with supported projects 

15 number of currently operated programs 

32.80% average application “success rate” 

Main results in numbers: 





Thank you for your attention. 


